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By force they made the way, and the entry brake*
And now the Greeks let in, the foremost slew:
And the large palace with soldiers gan to fill.
Not so fiercely doth overflow the fields
The foaming flood, that breaks out of his banks,
Whose rage of waters bears away what heaps
Stand in his way, the cotes, and eke the herds,
As in the entry of slaughter furious
I saw Pyrrhus, and either Atrides.

There Hecuba I saw, with a hundred moc
Of her sons' wives, and Priam at the altar,
Sprinkling with blood his flame of sacrifice,
Fifty bedchambers of his children's wives,
With loss of so great hope of his offspring,
The pillars eke, proudly beset with gold
And with the spoils of other nations,
Fell to the ground: and whatso that with flame
Untouched was, the Greeks did all possess.

Percase you would ask what was Priam's fate?
When of his taken town he saw the chance,
A nd the gates of his palace beaten down,

His foes amid his secret chambers eke,

The old man in vain did on his shoulders then.

Trembling for age, his cuirass long disused:

His bootless sword he girded him about,

And ran amid his foes ready to die.

Amid the court, under the heaven, all bare,

A great altar there stood, by which there grew

An old laurel tree, bowing thereunto,

Which with his shadow did embrace the gods.

Here Hecuba, with her young daughters all

About the altar swarmed were in vain

(Like doves that flock together in the stormX

The statues of the gods embracing fast.

But when she saw Priam had taken there

His armour, like as though he had been young:

'What furious thought, my wretched spouse,* quod she,

*Did move thee now such weapons for to wield?

Why hastest thou?    This time doth not require

Such succour, ne yet such defenders now:

No, though Hector my son were here again*

Come hither; this altar shall save us all,

Or we -shall die together.'    Thus she said.

Wherewith she drew him back to her, and set

The aged man down in the holy seat.
But lo, Polites, one of Priam's sons,